Viet Nam – Getting there - Part 1
There’s no easy way to get from “here” (Washington DC area) to “there” (Hanoi) for our two week tour. In order to fly business class all the way we needed to take a circuitous route with a one night stopover in San Francisco.  We got to Dulles on Monday for an 8:30 p.m. flight, and since it was still part of the New Year’s Day holiday, there was little traffic.  There were almost no ticket agents to assist those of us trying to use the automatic machines, and our agent didn’t know how to complete our upgrades.  So we waited until a supervisor finally came around to give her a hand.  Hope she’ll know better next time. 
Plane was late arriving but lost no time in de-planing passengers coming from San Francisco, so boarding our flight was very close to on time.  Never a good sign when mechanics are still on the plane as you are boarding.  There was a problem with the washrooms in the back of the plane and so passengers used hand sanitizers as the sinks had no water.  The sound system didn’t work at first but the mechanics were still on board, so that issue got resolved and lo and behold we did indeed take off close to on time.  I think one of the most secure jobs these days must be airplane maintenance folks.

Got our luggage quickly and exited the terminal just as the shuttle to our hotel – the Hyatt Regency by the airport – was coming around.  We were happily ensconced in our room by midnight San Francisco time (3 a.m. our time) and definitely ready for bed.

Foggy day by the bay, but it should all pretty much burn off by the time our flight is due to take off (around 11 a.m.).  By the time we fly through Korea to Hanoi, it will be late Wednesday night and we’ll have lost at least a day, which we gain back by spending several “Mondays” in the air or in airports when we fly back home.

And so, our latest trip begins!  More to come.

