Day 6

Today is the last day of the conference.  We have the afternoon free to explore museums and other sites – markets are closed. 

We went to the Sakip Sabanci Museum, which is part of the Sabanci University to see an exhibit of Anatolian rugs from Transylvanian Churches and another exhibit of Kaitag embroideries.  The collections were spectacular.  The curator of the rug exhibit walked a large group of us through the exhibit explaining why the rugs were chosen.  As part of the exhibit, the museum recreated a church area, complete with pipe organs and pews to show how the rugs would have hung in Transylvanian churches.  In all, this was an amazing exhibit with beautiful rugs as well as extraordinary embroideries. 

We got back in time to freshen up and head out to the Swiss Hotel to catch the busses that took us to the boat for our “dinner” cruise.  I put diner in parenthesis since there was little food on the cruise – and certainly not enough to even come close to dinner.

The boat took us to a small, private museum, Sadberk Hanim Museum to see its collection.  We found a restaurant next door and had dinner.  This museum had collections of velvet panels, costumes, ceramics and decorative pieces. The buses returned us to the Swiss Hotel and we took a taxi back to the Conrad. 
Tomorrow, we head to Singapore.

More observations

We’ve been in Turkey before and since that last visit, albeit nearly a decade ago, prices have caught up with the rest of Europe.  Good restaurants have become pricey and hotel prices are right up there with New York and Washington.  In the conference hotel – the Swissotel – I was told that a can of diet coke costs 16 Turkish lira- that’s $12!  So, in Istanbul there are few if any bargains.
The conference organizers, and by the way, I got the name wrong, the acronym ICOC stands for International Conference on Oriental Carpets, went all out to provide extra events to show off carpets and other ancient textiles to a group that would certainly appreciate them.  With two after-hours events each evening, there was no dearth of wonderful textiles to see in a land famous for many kinds of textiles. What was missing was the concept that if one invites a crowd at dinner hour, one should serve food to go along with the wine and other beverages.  In all the events, the food was very meager (except for the Topkapi buffet--there the food was plentiful, but not good).  People were so hungry that those passing the “starters” around were mobbed when they came out of the door with a tray and it became difficult to get anything to eat.  There were no lists of restaurants.  Also, there wasn’t much thought given as to how to get a crowd, and this was a large gathering - hundreds, not tens – moving and flowing through exhibits. 

The event content was excellent, but the execution seemed to have been carried out by amateurs or people who obviously don’t do this very often. It’s a shame, for while I’m sure many will remember the outstanding textiles in Turkey, they will also remember the total lack of real hospitality or planning.

Among some of the more memorable events I will remember is the black cat that walked around me!  There are a number of feral cats and dogs running around in Istanbul.  At Topkapi, Jeff and I were walking to the tram on a narrow sidewalk.  A black cat was walking towards Topkapi while we were walking away from it and the cat got off the sidewalk and walked around me.  Not going to even try to interpret that one.
Would we return to Istanbul?  Very likely, but would like to see more of the rest of the country first. 

