Day 4 
Jeff had sessions all day so I journeyed – via tram and taxi – to the Egyptian Spice Market.  There are pictures of this market as well as the Grand Bazaar under “Sights Around Istanbul”. Spent a couple of hours looking around and helping the Turkish economy before returning to the hotel. Looking forward to tonight’s reception at the Dolmabahce Palace.  
The Dolmabahce Palace was quite spectacular as were the rugs displayed within it.  Unfortunately, whoever arranged the reception didn’t know how to create a flow.  The little food offered was placed at the very front so that there was a jam at the door making entry very difficult.  
The rugs were placed around the huge central hall.  The grounds and other places where we were allowed to wander were quite spectacular.  As we entered the inside court, we saw an enormous silk rug – too large to properly photograph – which was beautiful and took 14 girls 16 days to weave or maybe the opposite.  

After the palace, buses took us to the Turkish and Islamic Arts Museum (T.I.E.M.), a small museum near the Blue Mosque, to see textiles and a special exhibit of Ikats from Uzbekestan.  All the Ikats – only a few are pictured – belong to a private collector and are at least 100 years old.  The carpets, likewise are very old, which is why in several of the pictures you see only fragments and not entire rugs.

Many of these exhibits have been arranged especially for this conference and some of the museums, like the T.I.E.M. are not open tot the public except for very short periods. In the case of the Dolmabahce Palace, we entered after hours.

