Rhine River Day 7
Early breakfast and departure for Heidelberg.  Thus far the amount of walking required for these off-boat excursions has been too much for me at this stage of my recovery, so I, and several others stay on board.  Today’s trip involves the bus driving for over an hour to the castle in Heidelberg where those who went could walk around.  Meanwhile, the boat makes its way to Heidelberg on the river and we all meet up. 

The castle is mostly in ruins but interesting.  Good photo opportunities.  Next was a walking tour of old Heidelberg, then back to the boat where we depart for our next destination – Eberbach.
So, what’s wrong with this picture?  Well, the devil is in the details would be a good way to explain what’s wrong.  Our tour leader, while personable and focused on wine, tends to not repeat a tour he has done before.  Even if he has been there before, that the entire town could have changed dramatically.  As a result, his trips have some risks, because he doesn’t have all the details ironed out from previous experience.  So, for example, he often can’t tell us about distances or durations to various sites, what to expect in town, where to purchase gifts or souvenirs, if there are toilets and whether you have to pay to use them or they are free, etc. etc. etc.  One never knows how difficult it will be to get back to the ship if you choose to leave and tour on your own, or if it’s worthwhile doing it altogether.  For Fern, these disadvantages outweigh the usually excellent wine tastings and food events.
Lunch today was a salad (lots of sliced radish and very little else), cordon bleu (chicken) with creamed peas and tater tots and ice cream (vanilla with nuts) for dessert.  Okay but not great.

The walking tour of old town Eberbach went to see four old towers (parts of the city walls), many half-timbered buildings and a cooperage museum.
We got shot glasses as souvenirs of the museum which we’ll easily pack and take back with us.  Not really helping the economy here as items are either junky tourist stuff or very expensive and not easy to find..
Dinner tonight was quite good for a change. We had what was billed as a Russian egg – hard boiled with creamed, diced vegetables, mostly peas – followed by a veal roast with green beans and potatoes and a vanilla custard topped with a plum sauce (like a jam) for dessert.  In all, one of the better meals we’ve had aboard this ship.  In the general. I would rate the food between two and three stars.  Breakfast could use some additional variety and the plated lunches and dinners have ranged from fair to good.

Tomorrow is our last full day of this cruise and the schedule promises “surprises.”  Oh goody! Can hardly wait.  In addition, we have our last wine tasting at Diedesheim winery where we will go by bus.

This has been an interesting trip and probably a good one for Fern’s first outing since surgery.  The boat is comfortable, the cruise staff accommodating, and the lounge area is a great place to read while others go on their death marches over cobblestone and uneven terrain.  The other advantage of being on a tour with people one’s own age is that many others are in the same boat as me.  So, there are many of us who stay behind while our intrepid spouses or partners go the distance.  But. we can still see most sights and enjoy each other’s company.

I’m ready to come home to my comfortable bed.
