Moselle River Day 5
Today was a trip to Castle Reichsburg via bus and then back to the boat for an 11 a.m. departure to Koblenz.  The first part of the Castle was built in the 1100s, expanded in the 1400s, destroyed in the 1600s, and rebuilt in the late 1800s.  It is now owned by the city of Cochem.  Jeff took lots of good pictures.
The boat has three levels. The top level is the sun deck which is closed when the bridges are low.  Guess the cruise line doesn’t want to explain why someone was decapitated.  The second level has a small number of cabins (that’s where our group is housed), plus the lounge on one end  and the dining room on the other end. Each group has reserved seating for meals so that our group of 25 all sits together in five tables. We’re the only English speaking group on the ship.  There are two larger groups of French speakers, plus a small number of “independent” travelers.  There are more cabins on the third level.
We’re here for wine, food and sightseeing.  The other groups spend their time on sightseeing and playing games for prizes of some sort.  I guess we could participate in the games if we choose – two of our number won drink tickets in yesterday’s games and one of our folks won a prize today.  Maybe we should try tomorrow.

Lunch today was billed as typical Alsatian food – fatty meats (ham, sausage etc.) served over sauerkraut and accompanied by a boiled potato.  Next we had a small wedge of muenster cheese and dessert was raspberry sorbet. Would be happy not to eat the Alsatian plate again.
We are now docked in Koblenz where the Moselle river meets the Rhine.  We leave tomorrow to go to Rudesheim continuing on the Rhine until we reach Strasbourg, which is our final destination.  We will be going through more locks.  From not ever dealing with locks, to experiencing several each day, it’s been an interesting experience watching the boat being lowered as the water level sinks so that the boat can go through the various locks we’ve encountered.

At 4:30pm we had a wine expert come to the ship and bring six Matthias Muller wines.  All were 2012 wines, all Rieslings and all delicious.  Once again the wines were presented from driest to sweetest.  We asked questions about growing the grapes, picking them -  especially those growing on steep inclines - and what some of the terms meant.  These wines were from the “Mittelrhein” region , not as well known as the Rheingau.  Got that?
Jeff and others tried to walk into Koblenz after the wine tasting to see if they could catch up with the market that was supposed to be there;   But, today is Sunday and everything is closed – market was tearing down  - so no point in going into town after dinner.

Wine tasting ended with just enough time to return to the cabin and prepare for dinner.  Each evening we all rotate to sit with different couples (except for the tour organizer’s son, we are all couples) so that we eventually get to know all the rest of the group.  Dinner was not the best we’ve had so far.  Our appetizer was sfatty smoked ham slices served with a sweet pickle slice and little white onions accompanied by French bread and butter.  Main dish was a slice of rare duck breast with a big layer of fat attached served with French fries and Brussels sprouts.  Duck was tough and everyone at the table cut off the fat and put it to the side.  Dessert was billed as a cheese cake, but after one bite, Jeff and I rejected ours.  It was not very good.  So, we had a light dinner, which is fine since we get plenty of food each day and skipping most of a meal will not hurt either of us.
The cruise director announced that tonight was going to be the crew performance.  Poor crew.  They work very hard during the day and now they have to perform for us.  Think we’ll skip that part, too.

Tomorrow the boat sets sail at 7:30 a.m. to cruise what is being billed as the most beautiful part of the Rhine with its castles and famous rock of the Lorelei.   We’ll see.  Hope the weather cooperates so we can get some great pictures to post. 

So far, fun cruise, lovely sites to see, friendly crew and wonderful traveling companions.  And, of course, yummy wine!

Stay tuned.
