Strasbourg – Day 2
After a good night’s sleep and a loud wake-up call by the garbagemen in the alley under our room at 7:15 a.m. we got dressed and went down to breakfast.  This is a reasonable buffet – nothing special – but there is a coffee machine with a wide range of choices including espresso and cappuccino, which are good.  

Today is our free day in Strasbourg as the program doesn’t officially begin until tonight with a welcome dinner at a hotel restaurant walking distance from here and near the famous 15th century Notre Dame Cathedral of Strasbourg.

So we had our own agenda.  First and foremost we wanted to see the Cathedral inside and out and walked there from our hotel.  What a magnificent Cathedral.  The stained glass windows and triptych’s were lovely.  On the outside the flying buttresses reminded me of the Cathedral in Washington, but ours isn’t nearly as old as this one.  Jeff took lots of photos, but only a few came out well enough to be posted on the site.

Along the way, there were many interesting little streets, sites and building in this charming town where old architecture mixes in with the new. 

After the Cathedral, we walked down to the river “Ill” pronounced “eel” and took a boat ride which took us past many sites.  We even traversed two locks – the first raised the level of the water so the boat could continue on the river, and the second lowered the water level.  The trip was narrated – in the language of your choice – via a set of headphones that came with each seat.  We were in a covered boat (there are also boats with no covers) with very clean windows.  We sat up front (2nd row) and by the window to enable reasonably good photographs of the sites along the river including the beautiful swans.  Very good choice to do the boat ride which was recommended by a couple at our group dinner last night. 

After the boat ride, we ate lunch at one of the many restaurants between the docks and the Cathedral.  We had typical Alsatian food (ham hock with sauerkraut and potato) but were smart enough to share the dish rather than each ordering a separate meal.  Turns out the portions are generous enough for two. 

After lunch, we walked back to our hotel as most of the streets around this area seem to be reserved for pedestrians and not autos.

Dinner this evening was at Maison Kammerzell, in one of the oldest buildings in Strasbourg.  Totally forgettable.  An enormous serving of sauerkraut with perhaps eight meat selections: three different sausages, two kinds of ham, several types of mostly-fat bacon.  Typical touristy Alsatian food.
