SPM – Day 5

We took a morning trip to Cordoba and had the afternoon free, or for those in our group who chose not to go to Cordoba, they had an entire free day.

As we drove, we passed some large billboard-sized concave structures that Jeff identified as tropo-scatter over-the-horizon communications antennas.

We went to Cordoba to see two things primarily, first the Cathedral of Cordoba, which was originally a Mosque, but now a Cathedral, and second the Synagogue, the oldest in southern Spain and perhaps one of the oldest in the world.  

Spain has a long history of intolerance towards non-Catholics. In 1492, Spain expelled both the Moslems or Moors as they were then called, and the Jews.  Heretofore, all three religions lived harmoniously, freely contributing to each other's religious institutions.  But the Kings and Queens of Spain, up until 1975,  yes, the late 20th century, declared Catholicism the official religion of Spain until the King declared that people were free to worship as they pleased. 

Many Mosques were destroyed or converted to churches after the Moors were expelled.  The Cathedral (formerly Mosque) is an amazing structure.  The Mosque was built in 785AD and was considered one of the most important Islamic monuments in  the Western World.  It was enlarged over the next 200 years to cover the size of several city blocks and boasts 850 columns which are all slightly different from one another.  No, we didn't count them, but we were told that together, all the columns represent every important architectural feature of columns and capitals throughout history.  Some are granite, some marble, some are Roman, some Greek, and so on. But now it is a functioning Catholic Church in the center.  The choir of the Cathedral is carved mahogany on which the entire bible is depicted.  The Old Testament is carved  the upper portion and the New Testament on the lower.

Cordoba has many older sections with narrow streets that seem easy to get lost in.  We parked the coach by the river so that if we got separated from the group, we could find our way back.  We didn't get lost.  

We saw San Bartolome Church and Chapel near the Synagogue.  It had beautiful carvings and decorations.  

We then walked through the Jewish section to see the Synagogue built in 1315 where philosopher Maimonides once prayed.  There's a statue of him in the adjacent courtyard.

We returned to the bus for our relatively short ride back to Seville, for a light lunch and to explore the El Corte Ingles (department store).


Tonight was a bus ride to see Seville at night and a traditional tapas dinner.  We first visited Plaza de Espana, a spectacular structure with towers around a moated open plaza. The open plaza is now being renovated, but the structure was already renovated.  This was built during the 1920s for a 1929 Exposition here in Seville.

Then we walked through the old town area to a hidden plaza next to the original city wall, and a multicourse dinner.  It included a gazpacho-like soup  with bits of ham and hard boiled egg, fried calamari and other dishes.

