Sonoma Day Three

Last day of the wine and food affair and we say farewell to the “lovely” but inexpensive Travelodge in Healdsburg.  Small and compact is how I’d describe the place run by a very nice family where everyone participates in the chores. 

We started in downtown Healdsburg where we chose about ½ dozen tasting rooms surrounding the town square.  Some seemed rather unprepared to start the day at 11 a.m. with food arriving late, and except for the burgers at the first place we visited, the food at these places wasn’t worth a second look.  There are several recipes in the enormous cook book which accompanies this event that I won’t be looking up!

Wine ranged from pretty good to mediocre, as was the case yesterday.  The wineries did a good job pairing the wine and food and were all very generous about pouring small tastes of many of their other wines.  The wineries we visited were all glad to see us – and lots of others – and showed it by being friendly and very willing to discuss the wines they were pouring. 

At the end of the day (event started at 11 a.m. and ended at 4 p.m.) we were heading back to San Francisco and our hotel for the night – the “luxurious” (by comparison) Fairfield Inn.  We wanted to find the last wineries of the day.  Signage for roads, streets, wineries, etc. in this part of the world is often obscured by overgrown vegetation or just not there.  Some of our navigation was guessing.  Lucky Jeff is part homing pigeon!

But we found the last three wineries, all nestled together in facilities off the road and that was a real treat.  The wine was quite nice, the food really good and we met a couple who were delightful to talk with. 

Going back to San Francisco took about three quarters of the time it took to get out to Sonoma.  We skipped dinner and Jeff returned our rental car.  Tomorrow, we take the airport shuttle bus to the airport to catch our flight and head back to Dulles having had a busy and fun weekend. 

Definitely would do this again – but not for a couple of years.
