Today is Friday, August 27 and it’s 11 p.m. We left Dulles at noon (midnight in China as the 27th was dawning) and traveled continuously until we landed at our hotel around 8:30 p.m. China time.  China is 12 hours ahead of DC so we don’t even have to re-set our watches.  Trip was uneventful – 14 hour plane ride followed by a two hour plane ride from Beijing to Lanzhou followed by an hour’s drive into the city and to our hotel.   We went out for a light supper which was quite a lot of food (much of which we didn’t eat) and now it’s bed time. 

We were able to eat dinner because our plane landed about ½ hour early and for a small fee, we could switch our flight from 8 at night to the 4 p.m. flight into Lanzhou.  We were met at the airport by a representative of the company that has arranged our entire trip.  He switched us to the earlier flight and called the company to arrange for our Lanzhou guide and driver to pick us up earlier than what was on our itinerary.  

Our meal tonight was Chinese but we gather most of our food for the rest of the trip will be in the Muslim style – halal – which means no pork, maybe no beer, and we’ll have to see.  This is Uighur (pronounced wee-gur with the accent on the first syllable) food.  The Uighurs are Chinese Moslems who inhabit this part of China.  The majority of the Chinese are Han and there have been conflicts between the Han and Uighurs in the past.  We are hoping for a peaceful trip.  We ate Uighur-like food in Morocco, which is a Muslim country, and enjoyed it, so I’m anticipating good dining.  

Lanzhou airport is much more primitive than the airport in Beijing or Shanghai, i.e. western style toilets are scarcer.  I think we’re in for quite an adventure.
Today we passed by areas where the government is planting trees to conserve the soil.  Here in this part of Lanzhou there is very little rainfall and the ground is dry.  Without conservation efforts this could easily become desert.  While terracing the land, the workers dig caves into the sides of the sand or whatever the cliff is made of.  There, they store their tools and often stay the night when it’s too far to return to their homes.  We got one picture of these caves from our moving vehicle.  

Tomorrow we visit real caves – grottos – the first of a couple of painted caves we’ll see.
Hotel here is very nice.  I suspect this is the best hotel we’ll get for the trip which has us booked into hotels for one-night stays with a two-nighter in Kashgar.

Sunday night is our first train ride  Anticipating another “adventure.”  Stay tuned.   If we don’t encounter the great firewall of China, you’ll be reading all our missives.
