Rome 8 

Our last day in Rome.  First order of business was to arrange for a car to take us to the airport tomorrow for our flight home.  Don’t know how hectic the airport will be, but we’ve been told to arrive two hours prior to the flight.  
It rained off and on today, sometimes pouring, and I just heard thunder.

Today, we took a taxi to the Jewish quarter where we visited the Synagogue which is both a functioning orthodox synagogue and a museum – Museo Ebraica di Roma.  It is a very large and beautiful building that was build in 1903 as a statement – “we have survived” - after centuries of having been discriminated against and forced to live in a ghetto.  All the other museums in Rome are closed on Monday, but since this one closes on Saturday, it was open today. 
The Jews in Rome date back to 161 b.c. when Judah Maccabee came to Rome to seek alliances and protection.  Julius Caesar supported them and they turned out in droves to mourn him when he was assassinated.  The Jews both enjoyed freedom under the Roman emperors and were enslaved, depending upon who was emperor at the time.  But, the real persecution began when Christianity was declared the official religion.  The Papacy condemned Jews to the ghetto in 1555 and they regained their freedom when the Pope no longer controlled Rome in the 1800s.  Not all the Popes treated the Jews badly.  But in the ghetto, they were only allowed to collect and sell used cloth and to lend money--lending money was a sin according to the Catholic Church, but to the Church, Jews were already sinners.  As part of the museum, we saw a magnificent display of 16th and 17th century torah covers and other textiles (only a small part of the 800 the museum has) that have been embroidered and decorated.  From old cloths, the women in the ghetto created some of the most spectacular religious covers and other cloth items. 
The museum, its history and that of the Jews in Rome, was fascinating.  Groups of school children come through the museum to learn about this history and the holocaust in the spirit of promoting a better understanding among all religious groups.  There were no photos allowed inside the Synagogue or museum.  In 1982 terrorists attacked worshippers, killing two, and wounding many.  As a result, photos are banned and the Italian police protect the Synagogue 24x7.
From the museum we walked around a couple Piazzas and one which contained tubs from the baths of Caracalla.  We re-visited the Trevi Fountain to take pictures, and photographed yet another church and basilica down the street from where we’re staying.  Just your friendly neighborhood church with a Caravaggio hanging inside and beautiful paintings on the walls and ceiling.

Tonight we went back to Alfredo’s – where fettuccini Alfredo was rumored to have been invented – because the fettuccini was excellent the first time around and because it is literally right around the corner from our hotel.  It was really good.  I’m “pasta-ed” and “pizza-ed” out.  I think I’ll stick to meat and vegetables for a while.  Actually, a great big American salad – with lots of lettuce and vegetables - is something I’m really dreaming about.
In all, we’ve had a wonderful time here.  We spent eight nights in a two-bedroom two-bath suite for the same price people pay for a room at a top hotel.  Food is good and wine is inexpensive.
It’s an amazing city where the very ancient combines with the not-so-ancient and the modern in interesting ways.  Newer buildings incorporate ancient walls and facades.  Michelangelo, Bernini, Caravaggio, and Rafael are everywhere, including their 16th century imitations of first century Roman works that were imitations of 3rd century b.c. Greek works.  
From the Roman ruins you can see what they invented and created over 2000 years ago and that their structures were truly built to last.  And, they probably would have if not for later civilizations that built upon earlier civilizations.  Bronze statues of the Roman era are very rare because subsequent civilizations melted down the bronze to use for their own purposes – mostly weapons.  So, a bronze statue from Roman times is a real “find.”
The one thing that jumps out at you as you travel throughout Europe and the Middle East is that ours is a very new country and our “old” buildings aren’t very old at all.  At least, not compared to those of Rome.

