Rome 7

Spent a more leisurely day – got up later, ate later, etc.  But, at 10 a.m. we took the metro to the National Museum – Museo Nazionale Romano - located near the train station.  This former Jesuit College houses frescos and  mosaics, mostly from Pompeii, and a whole host of sculptures and other artifacts from all around Italy. Much of what we saw was created either in the 1st or 2nd century b.c. to the 1st or 2nd century a.d.  Pretty impressive to see artifacts as old as this in excellent shape.  But, judge for yourself.  The pictures look like a catalog, with one item more spectacular than the next.  The museum also has an extensive collection of Roman coins displayed in cases with magnifying glasses that allow you to see individual coins.  Unfortunately few of the magnifying glasses which move up and down and from side to side actually worked.  There is also an impressive display of ancient Roman jewelry. While the rest of the museum looks like any other, the coins and jewelry are locked in a vault at night. 
Unfortunately, the museum had no maps detailing what was contained in which rooms and even poorer descriptions of what was on display.  With so many wonderful treasurers, it’s sad that one can’t easily find out what they are and why they are significant.

After a quick lunch, we taxied over to the Capitolini museum which is next to the Forum.  The museum dates back to 1471 when Pope Sextus IV donated a group of bronze statues to the people. Various Popes continued to add to the collection from art that was formerly in the Vatican or taken from excavations and eventually the sculptures and pictures were brought together in two of the three buildings that comprise the Piazza del Campidolglio, located right next to the Forum. The third building in the Piazza functions as the seat of government for the city.  To get to the museum one must climb that wonderful flight of stairs that you saw (first photo under Ancient Rome Tour).  The two buildings of the  museum are connected by an underground passage, which is the way to get from building to building – which we didn’t know until we couldn’t enter the second building from the courtyard. 

Collection of sculptures and art is wonderful, but once again, hard to figure out where you are and where to go next.  Most of the museums have audio guides which one can purchase, but it shouldn’t be necessary to have them to enjoy the displays.  In this area, our Smithsonian museums excel at making exhibits clear and understandable (if only in English).

Tonight’s dinner was at Al Presidente, a restaurant Jeff stumbled on while looking for another one on the Internet.  The restaurant had three or four tasting menus, but we each chose a first course and a main course and did not go with the tasting menus.  The food was excellent and the presentation very artistic.  In all, one of the best meals we’ve had here. 

Our sojourns today were hampered by rain storms off and on.  Not bad if you’re inside, but like everywhere else, trying to get a taxi when it’s pouring down rain can be a challenge.  Opting to walk back to the hotel from the restaurant this evening, we started out in clear conditions and then whipped out our umbrellas for the last half of the journey as we stepped through puddles and dodged other people scurrying to get to shelter.  Can’t complain because we’ve had excellent weather every day up to now.  

Our last day, tomorrow, we will visit a couple museums that aren’t closed on Mondays and then pack for the return trip home.  Since everything here is so expensive – our dollar is very weak compared to the Euro – we’re bringing home few souvenirs. 

