Australia – Day 5 & 6
Wednesday was aquarium day.  Australia’s aquarium, which we visited some 10-15 years ago was the first to have fish swimming over you.  Actually, they aren’t so much fish as they are sharks.  Now, many aquariums have that feature, but when we saw it here, it was quite unique.  In the early 1990’s, our son David did the first semester of his junior year at the University of New South Wales, the province or state where Sydney is.  We came to visit, naturally and spent three weeks in Australia in Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, Canberra, and a lot of little towns in between.  So, this is a second visit to Sydney for us and things are certainly different.  In addition to the increased cost and traffic, there are apartment buildings everywhere.  People are still friendly and helpful and it’s really a great place to visit, though a long distance to travel.

The aquarium has lots of great exhibits including one on “Nemo” (the Walt Disney clownfish) and all his pals.  There were hundreds (or it seemed like hundreds) of school kids at the aquarium the day I went and shouts of “oh, Nemo” could be heard everywhere.  It’s also hard to take photos of moving objects, animals or fish.  Great place to visit though. 

On Thursday, went to the Art Gallery of New South Wales in Sydney where a special exhibit on the Arts of Islam was about to end.  The special exhibit was fascinating and contained a variety of art objects, calligraphy, illuminated Qur’an pages, tiles, textiles, and books from the 7th century to the 19th century.  This was all the collection of an Iranian, born in 1945, whose family trust collects many art objects including this impressive Islamic collection.  No other museum is exhibiting this collection, so we were fortunate to be able to see this.  Jeff saw this exhibit on his afternoon off – when I was on my tour – and I saw this on Thursday.  
The rest of the museum – which is free except for special exhibits – houses various other art works including a large exhibit of aboriginal art and lots of Australian artists.  It’s a very nice art museum.

No pictures allowed of the Islam exhibit and few throughout the museum.

