Australia – Days 2, 3 &4
On Sunday, we visited Australia’s Powerhouse museum, about a 20 minute walk from the hotel. The museum, billed as Australia’s technology museum,  provides lots of exhibits on all ranges of technology for adults and special rooms or alcoves with activities for children.  It’s like a combination of the Franklin Institute in Philadelphia and the Museum of Science and Industry in Chicago with a lot of Australia’s history thrown in.  It was a wonderful museum to visit.  Later that afternoon, Jeff visited the Australian Museum, an ethnographic and natural history museum where several of the exhibits were closed for renovation, but he saw murals, insects, birds and aboriginal history.
Our former Rockville neighbor – an Australian – lives in Canberra, and she and her husband were in Sydney for his business.  We had dinner Sunday evening at a seafood restaurant at Darling Harbour. 

On Monday, Lynda showed me some of Sydney.  We started at the beautiful and renovated Queen Victoria Building, now a shopping mall, which has been restored to its former glory.  The building has stained glass windows inside and out and a beautiful tile floor.  You can see the photos I took to get an idea.  We took the train to the “Rocks”,  the oldest section of Sydney and strolled around looking at the older buildings and an object that looks sort of like our fire hydrants, but is a taller and is the Australian version of a mailbox.
Walked around Sydney – it’s hilly, like San Francisco – and returned to the hotel.  That evening, we attended the opening reception for Jeff’s group and I signed up for a tour of the city for the next day. 
Tuesday’s tour left the hotel at 8 a.m. to take us to a central point where we’d catch our bus for whatever tour we booked.  I signed up for the extended tour of Sydney which included a morning sight-seeing bus ride – with a few stops for picture-taking – and a lunch cruise followed by tickets to both the Sydney Wildlife Park and the Aquarium, both located in Darling Harbour and walking distance from the Crowne Plaza.

The bus pointed out various highlights of the city but gave us no opportunity to photograph most of them, except through rather dirty windows.  But, we did stop at a couple of scenic points to look back at the Opera House, Sydney’s most famous landmark, with a roof that looks like ships sails.  We next stopped at a point facing the ocean where the wife of a one-time governor, Macquarie, was said to have looked out over the ocean waiting for news from home.  Her husband, then governor, had the convicts who lived in Sydney carve a chair for her out of the rocks so she could sit more comfortably.  This is known as Mrs. Macquarie’s chair and everyone takes pictures of it. 
We were on our way to see Bondi Beach, the beach used frequently in commercials, which isn’t much to see.  It’s not particularly beautiful, but there were lots of surfers on the beach or rather in the waves.  The waves were good but it was a bit chilly. 
On the way to the beach we passed through a very exclusive area where homes start at $3-4 million and go up from there.  In this area, we saw a Woolworth’s (grocery store chain here in Australia, like our Giant or Safeway) with its windows covered in plain white paper.  The bus driver told the story that the chain wasn’t doing too well when it opened in this exclusive area.  The manager did a survey and asked the people why they didn’t like to shop there.  The people responded that they did like the store, but didn’t want anyone to SEE them shopping at Woolworth’s (guess it was beneath them).  So, the store manager covered the windows with plain white paper and now the chain is one of the best performers of the bunch.  Go figure!!

The afternoon consisted of a lunch cruise around the Harbour to see the Opera House and various other sites which I took pictures of.  Since Jeff is in meetings, I’ve been the photographer – which is why the pictures may not look as good as they did in New Zealand.  It turned out to be a beautiful day and the two hour cruise was wonderful.  We docked at Darling Harbour where we got tickets to see Wildlife World and the Aquarium. 

Went to Wildlife World where we saw lots of interesting spiders, cockroaches, and other animals including Koalas and Wallabies.  There was also a demonstration on how to play a didgeridoo, a native aboriginal instrument, the musician likened to the bagpipes since the techniques for sustaining the sound were similar.

The tickets to the aquarium were good until the end of the year, so I opted to visit there another day since this day – which started at 8 a.m. – was already quite long. 

We had dinner on Tuesday at a restaurant in Darling Harbour which serves Morton Bay Bugs – multi-legged prehistoric looking creatures (sort of like big bugs) whose meat is taken from the shell like lobster and tastes just as sweet.  A true Australian delicacy – yummy!
Sydney is a beautiful city, with lots to see and do.  Traffic here is like any other big city, frustrating.  Crossing intersections is a challenge since you need to push a button to get a “walk” light which only lasts until you’re half way through the intersection.  The cars are all eager to get going, so best not to dally.  Sydney is another expensive city and now more so with the dollar at an all time low.  It’s certainly more expensive than New Zealand.  Food here is particularly costly.  The average citizen makes about $40,000 Australian dollars according to the tour guide and given the price of food and especially eating out, you need it all.  An average lunch is $7-$10, and that’s at a place barely a step up from McDonalds.  Even McDonalds isn’t cheap.  A small bottle of diet coke at the convenience store – like our 7-11 – is $2.50, rivaled only by the prices in Stockholm.  We won’t be helping the economy in Australia very much.  Our dollar doesn’t go that far here.  But, our friends tell us that it’s different once out of the city where meals in particular are cheaper.

