New Zealand - Day 4

We left Kapetia Ridge and continued south towards the Franz Josef glacier, the first of two we will be visiting.  Along the way we stopped at a little museum in Hokitika which told the history of the area from settlement to gold rush to earthquakes.  Very, very small museum, but worth a 10 minute visit. 

We proceeded along a very windy road towards the glacier and stopped at one of the three beautiful lakes on the way to take pictures. 

At last we arrived at the Franz Josef glacier and spent some time inside the information center looking at the exhibits which tell the history of the glacier.  We ate lunch at a restaurant in town where the hamburger tasted like reconstituted meat (sort of like what Arby’s roast beef is like only less flavorful) and is served with onions and beets in a bun bounded on one side by catsup and the other by mayonnaise. The “fries” were not worthy of eating.  Jeff’s fish and chips were not that bad.
We drove to the parking lot at the foot of the glacier and hiked for 20 minutes or so to a lookout point where you could see it.  It was spectacular – as you’ll see in the photographs.  If we were hikers, or much younger, we could have gotten closer and perhaps on top of it. If we were brave, we could have taken a helicopter ride over it and even have been dropped off on the glacier, walked around and then returned.  Or, we could have taken a small plane ride.  But, we are old and sane and took the path of least resistance which yielded great results. 

From the glacier, we proceeded to our next B&B, the Franz Josef Glacier country retreat.  This is a new house modeled after an historic old hotel that burned down years ago.  It is owned by the daughter of the family that settled on the land about 150 years ago.  It’s a beautiful – and only 2 years old with all the amenities except a wardrobe closet to hang clothes and a phone in the room.  The wardrobes are on order and the phone system was “fried” during a lightening storm and has yet to be replaced.  This B&B is by far the largest of the three we’ve stayed at and the most “hotel” like of any.  The rooms are comfortable but everything is extra.  There’s a board with the prices of everything – except water – written on it.  This doesn’t have the comfortable B&B atmosphere of the other two, nor does it have internet access in the rooms, but we’re only here for one night and besides, it does have a laundry room, where for $5, one can wash.

So, we had a very restful afternoon.  

Dinner was at the B&B – there aren’t any real restaurants in the town – and the menu looks ambitious.  Much to our surprise it was a good dinner.  The seafood salad consisted of crab legs – uncracked and hard as a rock making it difficult to eat – whole shrimp in the shell (including the heads on), squid, fish and a big crayfish tail which looked a lot like our lobster tail.  It required a bit of work to pry the meat from the shell.  In all, an excellent idea, but difficult to eat.  The main courses were quite good.  We both had lamb.  The price was a bargain, $25 for two courses or $35 for three.  That’s NZ dollars, which equal about 70 cents US.
