Los Angeles – Day Three

Today was another day of running around to see museums.  LA has some wonderful museums many which we won’t see on this trip.  We did, however, get to see two museums that we’ve not been to before.

The first was the Asian Pacific museum, a small museum tucked away in downtown Pasadena.  The museum had a small, but eclectic collection of statues, dishes and other artifacts from  many countries in Southeast Asia.  Didn’t take too long to go through the museum.  It was also fun prowling through the gift shop.

Next, we went to the Huntington Museum famous not only for the museum itself which houses art treasures and thousands of first edition rare books, but for its gardens, which we didn’t have time to see.  Today, the Huntington was celebrating the Chinese New Year and the coming year - the year of the Dragon -  so there were all sorts of activities aimed at children.  There were stilt walkers dressed as Chinese lords and ladies and tents with all sorts of things children could explore. 

We were interested in the art collection and the books which were unlike anything we’ve ever seen.  In a rather small house, there was an original Gutenberg bible on display, purchased for $50,000 in 1911, the highest price ever paid for a book up ‘til then.  It was an original.  Chaucer’s original Canterbury Tales was under glass as well as many other old, first editions and one-of-a-kind manuscripts, proclamations and books.  There were books about history, literature, science, astronomy, anatomy, politics, and just about any subject you could name.  There was a first edition – very large, too – of Audubon’s guide to birds.  What an amazing collection this was.  
Next door in a very large house was the art museum.  Every room held several treasures in the form of paintings, such as Gainsborough’s Blue Boy, furniture, tapestries, silver, glass, dishes, statues, and any number of other precious objects.  Reminded me very much of Versailles and we were later told that Mrs. Huntington was very fond of French architecture, furniture, etc.  The very large house – now museum – was indeed the family home and was built with the express purpose of leaving the house to the public to become a museum. 

Lunch was at a Sushi restaurant in Pasadena and then we drove back to the hotel.  Tonight, we had dinner with another high school friend of Jeff’s and his wife.  We went to a popular hamburger place for really good burgers and conversation.

Thus ends our trip to sunny (and it was the entire time) LA.  Short and sweet and filled with numerous museums.  We leave with great memories, invitations to see people again and the thought of having to get back into our EST.
