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October 2l - November 12,2018

Greetings

In the autumn of 1946, the Imperial Household Museum of Nara (now Nara National Museum)

held a Special Exhibition of Shoso-in Treasures opening up the treasures to a broad, general

audience. Seen as a symbol of the new era of post-war Japan, the exhibition received favorable

reviews and was held again the next year, until eventually the annual exhibition, of which this year

is the seventieth, became a familiar feature referred to as "The Exhibition of Shoso-in Treasures."

From the approximately nine thousand Shds6-in treasures, this year's exhibition displays ten

from the North Section, sixteen from the Middle Section, twenty-seven from the South Section and

three from the Shogozo. Among them, ten include items have never been exhibited previously.

That every year new pieces are included in the display, even though up till now Shdso-in
exhibitions have displayed a total of five thousand treasures (including repeats), shows just how

numerous the treasures are that have been carefully preserved and transmitted. The very existence

of this rare inheritance called the Shoso-in treasures passed dor.vn successively over an extremely

long time never ceases to amaze.

This year's exhibition is designedto provide a -eeneral oven-ie.,r'of the Shoso-intreasures. A
parlicular focus reflects the results of a specral inr estigation into the bast-fiber items conducted by

the Ofl-rce ol the Shos6-rn of the Impenal Household Agency from the fiscal year of 2013 to that of
20t5.

The display this time is also characlerized by the imported items that come not only from Tang,

China, such as the Eight-Lobed Mirror Decorated with Mother-of-Pearl on the Back and

Embroidered Shoes associated with Emperor Sh6mu and Empress Komyo, but also from the

Kingdom of Silla on the Korean peninsula, such as the Sahari Stacking Bowls and a Wrapper for a

Commentary on the Flower Gctrland Sutra.

In addition, the variety of treasures encompasses luxury items created with unstinting use of
precious materials, including an Octagonal Offering Bor Decorated u-ith Tortoiseshell and

Mother-of-Pear1, an Offering Box u.ith Marquetn. Gold Painting on -\1oesu ood and Colored

Paintings. and a Rhrnoceros Horn \-.. rr Decorarro t iih Bachim and Can ed Ivory. It also contains

printed bags lor l..iOirs srreens made iitm brast-t-iber fabrics that had been submitted as tax

pa)'me_nlla-as well as documents that relate r-arious aspects of society and of real life in the

ia-period.

Hopeful11.. through these many great treasures, you wil1be able to catch a glimpse of the past

with its acti..-e ilternational erchanee and its high cultural achielements,

Finally, lr-e u-ish to e\press our deep gratitude to the Oitlce of the Shoso-in oithe Imperial
Household Agencr lbr rts kind cooperation, as n e1l as to all the others involved in mounting the

exhibition.

Nobuyuki Matsumoto

Director, Nara National Museum

October. 2018
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Introduction to the Shds6-in Exhibition

The Shdsd-in Repository
The Shoso-in Repository was originally one of several repositories

belonging to the temple of Todaiji. Built in a log-cabin construction

(azeku'azLrktu'l) using thlee-faceted timbers interlocking at the corners

of the building. it is thought to probably date to some time betu,een 741

and 750. The Reposiitrry consists of ihree ad_tac;at buildings knou.n b1'

their placement as the \onh Section. \{iiidle Section. and South

Section. Although on,trnaiil'-rt6-16- x as meant to store grail. alreacf il
the \ara period (710-:91 t. the Tidaiji Shoso-in held valuable lreas rrr3s.

These treasures have been protected orer the centuries becau.e th:
building u'as kept locked under imperial sea1. the times s'hen it rr as

opened being strictly monitored by the TddaUi priests and imperial

The Treasures in the Shds0-in
The treasures stored in the Shos6-in Repositon' came there for various

reasons and purposes, but can be broadly dirided into those that were

dedicated to the Great Buddha or to other Buddhist icons in Todaiji and

those that rvere religious implements or documents used at TOdaUi.

Dedicaton' objects include the personal belongings of Emperor Shomu
('7A1756.r. i14-749) that his wife, Empress Kom.vo (701-760), offered

to the Great Buddha in'756, arld offerings fiom the in-rperial and aristo-

cratic i-amilies for the Consecration Ceremony of the Great Buddha,

rrhich took place in 752.The Buddhist implements used at T6datji

include objects for offerings used during rituals and decorative items
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Nara Period Buddhist
Ceremonies and Offerings

adomins yslrp*arc; as well as the tools used by the Tddaiji
Copstruct-ion Bureau and the scriptorium along with their written
records. In addition. the illclusion of rirua1 rools used in palace rites
suggests the broad scope ot-the ilems strrr;c Ll ih: R:posrtorr.

The Number, Dating and Provenance of the Treasures
Today, the number of treasures ln the Repository is said to be about

9000, counting bundles ofrelated objects as single pieces. It is thought
that 95 per cent of these were made in Japan during the Nara period. but
one also finds items of the same period imported from various Asian
countries, such as Tang dlnasty China, and the Korean kingdom of
Unified Si11a. as ',r,el1 as items that traveled through China from Sassa-

nian Persia and South East Asia. The great majr.::t]- date to the Sth

century though a fen'are lrorn precedins ceniLries ;nd some others

from later centuries.

The Shds6-in Exhibition
The Rerosi:..n is .rle"e.r ri,::f..';. -,ia ltLrn:n:ach auruma. durine

t\ic: ::r,: ,:. :-,..:*r-s are rn>pe,'red and research conducted. At the

s::ne i:me \a:a \arional \Iuseum holds a public exhibition of some

shn- to se\-entv previously seiected items. In selecting these items

consideration is given to presenting an overail view ofthe treasures and

to items reflecting recent research or comprehensive implications. The

first public Shoso-in exhibition took place in 1946. As a rule. ten or more
years must pass before any given item is displayed asain. so e\-ery year

presents a new set oftreasures.



Oth Annual

List of Works
Items that are marked with an asterisk [*] include items which have never been exhibited previously.

1. Eight-Lobed Minor Decorated with Mother-of-Pearl on the Back. North Section.
2. Lacquered Leather Mirror Box for ltem1. Norlh Section.
3. Round Bronze Mirror with Birds, Beasts, and Flowers on the Back; With a White Plain Weave Silk Sash. South Section.
4. Lacquered Leather Mirror Box for Item 3. South Section.

5. Screen Panel with Clamp-Resist (Kyakechi) Design of Leafy Plants and aFigure. North Section.
6-i. Printed Bast-Fiber Bag for a Folding Screen. North Section.
6-2. Printed Bag for a Folding Screen Made of Hemp and Ramie.* North Section.

7. Bolt of White Bast-Fiber Cloth (Cfta Tar Cloth). Middle Section.

8. Landscape Painted on Ramie Cloth. Middle Section.

9-1. Embroidered Shoes. North Section.

9-2. Embroidered Shoes. North Section.

10. Three Penknives in a Clustered Sheath. North Section.

11 . Roller for Multicolored Cords (Htakusakuru) to Ward off Evi1. North Section.
12. Multicolored Silk Cord; With a Braid.+ South Section,
13. Old Chest.* South Section.

14. Crossed Sashes for Holdilg Down a Chest Cover.* South Section.
15. Octagonal Offeriag Box Decorated r,vith Tortoisesheil and Mother-of-Peari. Middle Section.
16. Offering Box rvith Marquetry, Gold Painting on Aloeswood and Colored Paintings. Middle Section.
17. Lobed Offering Table with Silver Painting of Birds and Flowers on a White Pigment Ground; With its Table Mat. Middie Section.
18. Eight-Lobed Lacquer Offerirg Tab1e. Middle Section.
19. Bicolored Ceramic Borvl. South Section.
20. Lacquer Borvl." South Section.
21. Silver Bowl Set in a Base. South Section.

22.Hemp Tiger Costume Head Cover: With a Fragment of a Sash. South Section.
23. Red Plain Weave Silk Headdress; With Gilt Bronze Decorations. South Section.
24. Gilt Bronze Bird and Floral Scroll Omaments for Performance Headdresses, r.vith Cloud-Shaped Cutouts. South Section.
25. Gilt Bronze Frame for a Performance Headdress. South Section.
26.Lrght Green Plain Weave Silk Jacket (Dsftl.1 with Tie-Dye (Kakechi) Design. South Section.
27. Skirt Sewn in Flared Strips of Green Twiil Damask, Puryle Twill Damask and Red Plain Weave Silk with Wax-Resist (RAkechi) Design. South Section.
28. Tricolor Ceramic Hourglass-Shaped Drum Body. South Section.
29. Remains of Drum Skils for an Hourglass-Shaped Drum. South Section.
30. Zither (Krn); With a Fragment of a Seven-String Musical lnstrument. South Section.
31. Moveable Bridges for Zithers (So). South Section.
32. Old Korean-Sty1e Zither (Shiragi-Goro): With Tuning Bridges. North Section.
33. Record of Items Removed ftom and Put in the Repositon. \onh Section.

34. Floral Patterned Felt Rug. \liddle Section.

35. Purple Fe)t Rug. \onh Section.

36-1. Sahari Spoons. South Section.

36-2. Sahari Spoons. South Section.

17. Shell Spoon:. South Section.

38. White Bronze Candlewick Clippers. South Section.

39. Sahari Stacking Bowls. South Section.

40-1. Sahari Stacking Bowis, South Section.

40-2. Silla Document Accompanying the Stackmg Borvls. South Sectior.
41. Wrapper for a Commentary on the Flower Garland Srirra (Sk. Atatarytsaka S;lira. Ch. Htid-;ar llng.I. Kegoriktr-;,. \[ic:i: Section.
42. Great PerJection of Wisdom Sutra Translated by Kumaraiwa, Scrol1 5 flang Suira;." Shogozo.
43. Great Perfection of Wisdom Sutra Translated by Wuluocha, Commissioned by Empress Kdmy0, Scroll 1.8.* Sti6gozo.
44. "Record of Sutras Bono"ved for Copying the Sufi'as of the First Day of the Fifth Month (Gogatsu Tsuitachilqa)" il the 

'Yerv/) 
Retised Collection of Old

Documents in the ShAso-it (.Zoht:okushu Sh1so-in Komonjo), Case 16, Scroil 8.* Middle Section.
45. Bussetsu Tokkb Taishilao. a \ara-Period Copl' of a Sutra about Shakyamuni's Former Life.* Shdgozo.
46. Handscroll Ro11er Rods. \liddle Secti.rn.

47. Handscroll Roller Ends. \Iiddie Sectioa.

48. Rhinoceros Horn Nyol Decorated x'ith Bachiru and Can'ec Iron. South Section

49. Tortoiseshell Nyol With a Tag. South Section.

50. Proto-Form for a Relief Buddhist lmage. South Section.

51. Banner r,vith Painted Buddhist Figures. South Section.

52. "Monthly Loan Statements and Other Documents" inthe Newly Revised Collecion of Old Documents in the Shoso-in (Zokuzokushn ShAso-irt Kornonjo).

Case 40, Scroll 1.* Middle Section.

53. "Cop1, of Empress Re-enant Koken's Edict. Statement from Osada no Himatsuribe no Atai Jlngo, and Other Documents," in the Collection oJ Old Documents

in the Shosa-in (Shoso-in Kontonjo Seishu'). Scrol1 -l-1. Middle Section.

54. "Household Register of Yoboro Villaee in \aliasu District. Buzen Provlnce" tn the Revised Collection of Old Documents in the Shoso-itt (Zokushu Shoso-

in Kornonjo). Scroll l. fliddie Seciion.

Shoso-irt Komon_jo t. Ca:e l-1. Scrol1 -i. \liddle Section.

56. "Reposrto4 Recori oi Relief Stock and Tar Registers from Echizen kor ince" tn rhe CaU.e ction of Old Documents in the Shoso-in (ShosA-in Komonjo Sei-

s/rii t. Se rolL l-. \tiddh S.'eiion.

Exhibition of Sh0s0-in Treasures .":;;.. "':;;'

List of Entries : " ':::

English (atalogue with glossary is available at the Museum shop.


