Hawaii – O’ahu – Day 8 and last

This is Sunday, the next to our last day in O’ahu.  We went to Pearl Harbor to visit the Arizona memorial.  It is something every American should do when in O’ahu as the 23 minute film is very moving and the visit to the actual memorial is also very moving.  The memorial is built above the remains of the battleship sunk on Dec. 7, 1941 with more than a thousand crewman aboard.  The ship has never been taken out of the harbor nor have the bodies of those that were lost.  From the Arizona you can see the Missouri, a battleship you can visit and other ships in surrounding docks.  

The movie and the visit to the Arizona are free, but a visit to the Missouri, the submarine Bowfin and the museum cost around $37 for all three.  We saw everything from the outside.

Next we went to Queen Emma’s summer home to see not only her home, but her quilt collection – this was, after all, a textile trip.  Queen Emma was the wife of King Kamehameha II.  Very interesting furnishings and quilts.  Last, we wanted to see some of the island of O’ahu and its beautiful scenery, so we drove around the island for a couple of hours, arriving back at Waikiki beach, and our hotel, in time for a little R and R.
Dinner was at the top of the Sheraton at a restaurant that offers both a bay and city view.  It was a clear night and the view was spectacular.  Food was good as well. 

We’re struck by how recklessly drivers seem to pull out of side streets and into oncoming traffic.  Twice we encountered near misses and what would surely have been serious accidents. 

On Monday, our last day here, we will visit the Bishop Museum before heading home on a “red eye” which gets us into O’Hare before 8 a.m.  From there, it’s just a short hop to Dulles and home.  Let’s hope all our luggage “hops” with us!
