Hawaii – Maui – Days 2 and 3

Under the wonderful auspices of our friends, we were shown a great deal of Maui.  We walked along the ocean in Lahaina (very much like St. Michaels with all the little shops lining the streets), toured a sugar museum, visited a goat farm (Surfing Board Goat Dairy Farm) where we tasted some wonderful goat cheese, and drove along scenic highways from one end of the island to nearly another.  The little goats were very cute – and hungry – and others bought little packages of goat food to satisfy their cravings.  

We had wonderful gourmet meals (Ahi tuna is spectacular), great conversation, and got to see a magnificent sunset.  We learned what some of the street and place names meant in Hawaiian – our friend is studying all this – and some of the history behind the island and its landmarks.  We saw the famous banyan tree with several shoots which makes the tree look like a giant octopus.  Banyans root from the top down.

In all, a great experience for folks who don’t go in the water.  

We also learned about VOG, which is FOG mixed in with volcanic ash.  One of the volcanoes on the big island cracked a seam and is spewing steam into the air and lava is flowing out in rivers.  Friends of ours took a helicopter ride over the volcano when they visited the big island a couple of days ago and said it was a spectacular sight.  The volcanic ash gets mixed in with the dense fog and creates what is called VOG.  Unlike regular FOG, VOG leaves ash all over the place.  Usually gasses that escape from the earth’s crust have sulpher in them.  If you’ve ever been to Yellowstone National Park to see Old  Faithful and other bubbling and spouting wonders, the smell that permeates the park is one reminiscent of rotten eggs, which is sulphuric acid.  ​​​​That’s part of VOG, too.
