Hawaii – Day One
Left Washington DC at 8 a.m. to catch a connecting flight to Honolulu out of Chicago at 10:30 a.m.  Final destination was Maui so the bags were checked through.  This meant that the bags were loaded in Washington DC, transferred in Chicago, and again in Honolulu.  Risky business and Jeff’s bag didn’t arrive--until 10:30 p.m. when it was delivered to our hotel.  Haven’t had a mishap like that in many years and thousand of miles of travel.  This was not United’s fault.  Go Airlines, the carrier United booked us on after Aloha went belly up, was to blame.   But it all ended well.  Travel time was around 15 hours without overly long layovers.
We’re in Hawaii to attend a textile conference but we are also visiting with two couples who have moved to Hawaii.  One couple lives in Maui and our former neighbors live in Honolulu.  The conference is in Honolulu, so we cane out a couple of days in advance to visit our Maui friends before moving on to Honolulu and the conference.  Here in Maui, we’re staying at the Maui Kaanapoli Villas near where our friends live.  Villas are lovely, but it’s hot here – high 80’s – and humid.  Room is very spacious with a full kitchen. 

Our first aerial view of Maui was spectacular with the mountains – volcanoes actually – and the beaches and the greenery.  We’ll go exploring tomorrow with our friends and then on our own Tuesday and Wednesday morning before we catch another Go flight to Honolulu.

Went to a grocery store tonight.  Food prices were astronomical!  It’s about one and a half to two times as expensive for food here as in Washington.  As an example, cereal – bran flake variety - is between $6 and $7 a box, about twice what we’d pay at Giant or Safeway.  But, there’s a Safeway here in Maui which we’ll explore for comparison.

