Athens – 10

Our last day in Athens as well as in Greece.  
It’s been unseasonably warm the entire time we’ve been here.  The hotel turned off the air conditioning at the end of October and only has heat available.  There is no way other than to open a window that we can get any air in our room.  We’ve had a fan the entire time and it helps some, but the bathroom is a virtual sauna.  Hotel – Electra Palace – is reputed to be one of the best in Athens.  The staff is nice and the rooms range from smallish to more like we’re used to in the USA.  The trade off is the view.  We would rather have more space than a better view.  
People smoke a lot here and it’s hard to get away from it.  Even in non-smoking areas, someone’s smoking.  Well, Spain and France have been successful eliminating cigarettes in many places, maybe Greece will follow.
Traffic is unbelievable.  I don’t expect it will be too bad when we leave for the airport at 4 AM tomorrow, but you never know. The streets in some parts of the city, notably where our hotel is, are very narrow.  People park on the street and partly on the street and sidewalk all at once.  Cars and motorcycles whiz by and it’s up to you to jump out of the way or become road kill.  There are a couple pedestrian streets “downtown” where cars aren’t allowed but motorcycles enter anyway.  The motorcycle operators wear helmets.  Pedestrians should have a full suit of armor complete with a spear and shield!

There’s a lot to see here in Athens, but we could have done it in one day less.  Today, we went back to the Archeological Museum to go through the parts we missed the first time around.  As you may recall, we got to the museum last Sunday an hour before it was to close.  So today, we got there in plenty of time and looked at the exhibits we didn’t see last week.  Among them were exhibits on Egypt, women in ancient Greece, and a couple of private collections of wonderful artifacts.

NOTE:  Jeff’s revised the photos of the Archeological Museum to reflect the new pictures he added today.  You will want to go back and look again.
Ate lunch at the café on the grounds of the museum – actually in front of it – and I took a taxi back to the hotel while Jeff went on to the Benaki Islamic Museum which he wanted to see.  Frankly, I’m “museumed” out.  I’m also ready to come home and get back into life in Potomac, MD.  The Islamic Museum is small and has few rugs and textiles on display, disappointing after the big buildup in Hali Magazine.
Tonight, we ate at Daphne’s.  Wish we’d discovered this earlier.  Wonderful restaurant, Fern had veal with eggplant and tomatoes, and Jeff had lamb with an egg-lemon (Avgolemono) sauce.  But I’m also eager to get home to our grill and simpler cooking.  After we walked back to the hotel, we packed as much as we could and asked the hotel for a 2:45 AM wake-up call.  Why bother to sleep?
We’ve really had a really good time here but didn’t do the islands, so we’ll have to come back one day. Jeff noted that with our visiting Athens the only major Western city we haven’t visited is Cairo.  (Or is Moscow a Western city?) Cairo is definitely at the top of our list.  

We enjoy museums, history, mythology, and meeting people – native to the area we’re visiting or traveling just like we are.  But the best part is always coming home and reliving or retelling the stories we couldn’t possibly put into these narratives!

