Egypt – Day 8 

Today, Monday, Jan. 31st we called the State Department to see what arrangements it was making for Americans in Egypt who want to get out.  Turns out they have charter flights leaving after 11 a.m. today and presumably tomorrow from Terminal 4, the “Hajj terminal” at Cairo airport.  Preference is for those with medical emergencies.  When we asked about arrangements for Luxor, because that’s where we are, the woman answered that they were looking into it, giving it due consideration, I guess.  Duh.  The charter flights from Cairo will take you to one of three places, Nicosia, Cyprus; Athens, Greece; or Istanbul, Turkey.  You would have no choice about which site you would be flown to and of course, you have to pay the going rate.  What a bargain!  At least today the State Department answered the phone – they didn’t even do that yesterday.  But, in all fairness, we did get some information and it’s good to know that there is some kind of a plan of action.  I guess if we can’t get out on Qatar Airlines– our reservation is for tomorrow – we can always call the State Department back and see if they’ve made some alternate arrangements for Luxor airport.  

We bid farewell to our guide, Mostafa who presented us with a CD he burned of pictures of the sites we couldn’t see, and music from one of his favorite signers.  Can’t wait to see and hear the CD.  

We are spending the night at the Sonesta St. George Hotel in Luxor. Same company that runs the cruise line and the same shower/Jacuzzi in the bathroom.  Very large and comfortable rooms and a TV that works well with lots more channels.  But, no Internet yet.

As we were coming to the hotel, we saw a large army tank stationed at the corner where our van turned.  Soldiers sitting there calmly.  We checked in, and were given a room on the hotel’s club floor.  We then went out for a walk.  Problem with walking is one is accosted at every turn by vendors who want to offer you a ride in their horse and carriage or taxi, or who want you look at their merchandise.  The stores all have a “no hassle” signs in front, but a “hassle” is generally what you get from the vendors.  And, at this point, I’m guessing they are a bit desperate since the situation in Cairo has really negatively affected tourism.  We were in the lobby waiting for our room assignment when a Spanish family arrived at the desk and were then told that the sites were closed.  I wondered where the Spanish family had been for the last week.  One would have to have been living in a cave not to know that Cairo was in chaos.  But sadly, we heard from our guide on the way to the hotel that there were some problems at the Karnak temple complex last night.
The good news is that Jeff got our Doha flight confirmed and hopefully tomorrow night we’ll be uploading all of our past narratives and photos since Doha has access to the Internet.  We are now acutely aware (1) of how dependent on the Internet and instant communications we are; and (2) the real affect social media has in forming opinions and engendering support or opposition to issues.  We feel absolutely helpless without access to the Internet.  We couldn’t book flights out of here since we couldn’t see what our choices were.  We can’t communicate with people who care about us because we can’t send e-mail messages.  But, thank heavens Jeff’s Blackberry works beautifully, although only as a phone.
We had a late lunch and decided to skip dinner since we’ve been eating so well on the cruise ship.  We keep watching CNN and BBC and the news gets worse and worse. There are now food shortages in Cairo, EgyptAir cancelled flights during curfew times tomorrow and the trains are no longer running.  There are also Mubarek supporters in the Cairo crowd.  We can’t leave soon enough.  Worst of all are the reports of looting and especially in the wonderful museums.  It would be like people sacking the Smithsonian museums. 

Here in Luxor, it looks normal.  We saw cruise ships sailing on the Nile, feluccas carrying passengers and people lounging about the hotel swimming pool.  The only look we could get of the Valley of the Kings was out in the distance. 

Most importantly, we are all right and have been this entire time.  We did get to see some sights before they were shut down.  And now, on to a new adventure in Doha.  

More to come.

