Egypt Day 7 

The situation changes day by day.  Today, basically up until the last minute, we were scheduled to visit the Valley of the Kings on the west bank..  But the tourism police announced that any trips to the temples are at our own risk.  So, all the tour guides, at least those on our boat and several others, cancelled our trip.  In fact, we heard that all the tourist attractions throughout Egypt have now been shut down.  
We’re working with our guide, United Airlines, and Isram, our tour provider, to try to get us out of here sooner than our scheduled departure time on Friday.  Why does the song,  “Let my people go ” keep running through my head?  The government is taking whatever precautions it deems necessary to protect those tourists already in Egypt (lots of us) and discouraging, if not downright disallowing new ones.  For instance, there is no new tour group boarding our boat when we all leave tomorrow, so we hear.  

We are scheduled to spend two nights in Luxor at a very nice hotel, but there won’t be anything to do or see, unless we can go shopping.  We will have an Isram rep with us tomorrow and Tuesday and we do have a flight to Cairo on Wednesday morning.  If worst comes to worst, we can stay at a hotel near the airport and return home on our regularly scheduled flights on Friday.  Best case scenario is to get out of here Tuesday. 

Oh well.  Nothing we can do about the situation.  We (our little group of 4) and our tour guide, Mostafa, walked up the stairs to the tourist area above where the boats dock to poke around in the few shops that were open.  Souvenir shops for the most part, except for an artist creating sand designs in bottles to the cheering throng of Japanese tourists.  They didn’t seem to let the ban on visiting sites bother them and they were off to sight see – but at their own risk.

We are docked in Luxor, or just outside of Luxor, alongside a gazillion other tour boats, stacked up side by side.  Most passengers have to walk through the reception area of one or more other boats to get to shore.  Our boat seems to have its own private dock and so we were able to get close enough to the shore to actually disembark and walk around outside the boat.  
We saw a game of musical chairs played by the tour boats.  The two stacks of boats on either side had to be rearranged for some reason unknown to us.  Each boat in turn moves out to a different position in the river, and the River Nile is dotted with boats up and down its banks and in the middle.  Each boat has a “pilot” to direct the maneuvering of the boats, and each pilot seems to be wearing a turban and a galabiya.  Union rules, evidently.  Anyway, in the absence of anything else to take pictures of, Jeff took pictures of some of these river pilots.
We’re waiting to see if we can go somewhere this afternoon after lunch.  The boat is comfortable, the food very good and the staff couldn’t be more gracious. So, this could indeed be a lot worse.  The boat, we estimate is only about ½ full.  Lots of cancellations, I would imagine, as in travelers canceling their plans once they sensed revolution, and as in tour companies canceling plans so as not to put their customers in danger. 

The protests, demonstrations or revolution has now taken on a life of its own.  Rumors are flying about as to where the protests are, what the protestors are looting, who’s protecting which sites, etc.  BBC news here seems to give the most accurate picture. 
So, I guess we’ll just have to wait until the situation resolves itself and plan to return to Egypt to do the last half of our trip.  This is an amazing country and except for Cairo, which is way too crowded and dirty, I would return here in a heartbeat. 

United Airlines seems to be unable to get any confirmations from Egypt Air in response to our requests to change our flight reservations.  We finally called Steve and Amy (our son and daughter-in-law) and asked them to help get us out of here.  They booked us a flight on Qatar Airlines from Luxor to Doha and from Doha home.

You can all read these missives as soon as the government turns the Internet back on or we get to Doha and have internet access once more!  And we all assumed China was the only country with a great wall – firewall that is.
