Day Six – Ketchikan to Juneau
Unfortunately, Tracy Arm with access to Sawyer Glacier was blocked by ice but there is always a plan B.  We traveled to the Endicott Arm where we saw Dawes Glacier instead and the pieces of it that have broken off.  There was an early excursion where several passengers boarded a smaller boat to examine the glacier at a closer range.

We went to the breakfast buffet for the first time.  At 8am it was hard to find seats and the food is only okay.  Prefer a seated meal.

As we were relaxing in our cabin, after the excitement of the glacier,  the ship’s naturalist, Jules, came on the PA system to announce pods of hump back whales off our starboard and port sides. They were feeding and you could see lots of them.
First came the spout and then the hump of the whale and lastly the tail.  Lots of wild life here.  Jordan, our granddaughter, photographed seals on her excursion yesterday along with a wide variety of crabs.
Today, Jeff and I had a light lunch – soup and sandwich or salad – and then the majority of the Krauss family went on a whale watching excursion.  I, on the other hand, opted not to get seasick.

Let me pause a moment – since I’m the Krauss left behind – to comment on the Ruby Princess and our trip so far. This ship is enormous.  It’s the size of a small city and probably lots bigger than many cities in Alaska. There are approximately 1200 crew members performing various tasks from cabin stewards to waiters to customer service reps to sales folks.  There are various lounges with entertainment and there’s food everywhere you look. There are restaurants where you can be served in a seated fashion and order off the menu.  There is also the buffet which is open for breakfast lunch and dinner, a cafe for specialty coffee and pastries, a pizza bar and ice cream bar and likely some I haven’t heard about or seen yet. There are also two upscale restaurants – meat and seafood and Italian – which serve dinner only for an extra per person surcharge.

With a special card at an extra cost, kids, (there are plenty of them on board) and grown kids can get “Mocktails” with adult names like “Nohitos” and Virgin Pina Coladas, Daquaries, etc..  The sodas flow freely with this card as does hot chocolate. 
Alcohol costs extra, but there is also an adult alcohol card which none of us bought because it is very expensive  and would require that the holder drink far more than he/she could. Wine, by the bottle, is like in a restaurant – about 3 times the “street” price.

Right now, Ruby Princess is one of three or more large ships doing this Alaska tour. These towns aren’t like New York. so four ships in port at once increases the population substantially, but then Alaska has a brisk and well run tourist industry.
The crew members speak English in varying degrees and communicate the same way. They are all friendly and attentive, especially the wait staff, who speak the best English.  They come from all over the world, as do the  passengers. The majority of the passengers, however, are from the USA. 

We get a daily newsletter of around 8 pages informing us of the day’s events and other news. When something exciting happens, like a whale sighting, the PA system blasts it throughout the ship.  There is no money exchanged here – like on Star Trek. The ship keeps an accounting of everything you spend extra, like for alcohol, and every so often it’s a good idea to check your bill.  There is also a per person per day “service charge” which is split among the crew – so says the bulletin, so there is also no tipping.  It’s already added in like a restaurant will do for larger parties.
Our stateroom is wonderful.  Jeff and I are in a mini-suite and David, Tobi and kids have two adjoining veranda balcony rooms on the floor above.  Sebastian and David share a room as does Tobi and Jordan. Our room has a generous bed – about the equivalent of a European king bed - and a sitting room with a pull out couch.  We have lots of storage space both under the bed and in the cabinets that line the room as well as in the drawers in the night tables.  There is a generous open closet with lots of hangers and another enclosed closet.  The bathroom has a comfort height toilet seat and a sink with generous counter tops and storage space above and below.  There is also a bathtub and a shower with lots of grab bars and towels.  We also have a refrigerator.  This is a better layout than our hotel room in Seattle!

So, if you want to cruise – no matter where – it’s probably a good idea to understand what the cruise line is throwing in and what it’s not.

Overall, Princess seems good. But this is only our second cruise in about 45 years.  I do enjoy watching old episodes of the Love Boat (stripped of commercials) on the internal TV channel. That’s because the Love Boat was a Princess Boat based in California and where many scenes were filmed.

Dinner tonight was at an Italian-named restaurant – DaVinci’s – where it happened to be Italian night.  Food was good.

We walked to the photography studio afterwards to look at the family portrait of the six of us taken a couple nights ago.  Jeff and I signed up for a portrait of us alone to be taken on Friday night before dinner.  We will have a picture of us on our wedding day and this new one side by side as the centerpiece of our 50th wedding anniversary.

Tomorrow is Skagway and the train ride.
