Day Five – Ketchikan and onward to Juneau
We’re docked at Ketchikan and today we take our first excursion.  It’s a trip around Ketchikan via the only continuous highway here by bus and a boat trip around George Inlet ending in a crab feast at the restaurant for lunch.  We get off the boat where we immediately see souvenir shops and a sliver of Ketchikan. Walked around but it started to rain so we waited to board our bus to take us to the boat under a covered shelter.  We had to return to the Ruby Princess by 2:30 p.m. because that’s when she sails.  We all offer up our ID cards which the crew scans upon leaving and will scan again when we return.  That way, no one will be left behind.

Had enough time to return to our room to leave our purchases behind before taking the bus to the Inlet.  Along the way we were given a lesson in the history of Ketchikan and shown how to look for eagles’ nests.  We saw many nests and birds.
At George Inlet we boarded a boat for a tour of the inlet and a couple of stops.  The first was to watch a pair of eagles whose nest was in the trees in the distance.  Eagles mate for life, return to the nest every year and the nests can weight several hundred pounds after a time.

The guide – Jesse – whistles, throws some fish in the water and lo and behold the eagles swoop out of their nest and pick up the fish.  Great show.  Pavlovian eagles.  Next we stop at one of three buoys where one of our fellow tourists helps to pull up the Dungeness crab pot stored below.  The pot has bait in it to attract the crabs.  Jesse explains the difference between male and female crabs – for the Dungeness species only the males are eaten.  The females are tossed back in to breed. At the next crab pot we finally find a male crab large enough to harvest.  But we don’t bring him back to cook. Instead he’s offered around for everyone to hold.  Some of us do and some of us don’t.  By now, we’ve had our fill of eagles and crabs and just want to eat the crabs, which is part of our tour itinerary.
The restaurant is ready for us.  We disembark from the boat and are seated at tables where our two hostesses demonstrate how to eat the Dungeness crab.  Dungeness looks like Maryland blue crab, only bigger and it has been cleaned and cut into sections, similar to King crab.  Dungeness has more taste than King, but is not as sweet as our wonderful Maryland blue.  But, being larger, it’s definitely easier to eat. Great crab feast and now we return to the bus so we can get back to the ship just in time.  We have 10 minutes to spare before leaving Ketchikan.
We asked our steward, Marlon for 4 champagne flutes.  David brought us a bottle of champagne as a thank you for the cruise and as a pre-happy 50th anniversary toast.  We opened it and shared.  Even gave the kids a sip. Yummy.

For dinner we went to one of the restaurants on the boat with an Italian name, where we can be seated and served.  Buffet is harder to deal with.  Dinner wasn’t very good this evening.  Several of us didn’t like our choices and told the head waiter why.  But since all the restaurants are all you can eat all the time, the staff uses the feedback for suggestions only.  Easier to criticize when one is a decent cook.
Tomorrow we’ll rise early to see Tracy Arm where there is a glacier. 
