Day Four – At Sea heading to Ketchikan
I feel the ship moving and it’s especially pronounced, but not sickening when in the small enclosed space of our bathroom.  Debated many times about wearing the wrist bands, but so far have done well without them.  
Breakfast was at a restaurant where we ordered from the menu, rather than a buffet.  We played bridge from 10-12 am with one other couple.  Out of 1500 passengers, only 8 of us showed up to play bridge.  Unbelievable!  There’s a lot going on all the time to compete with bridge and other activities.  

Lunch today was at the Tavern where we all had fish and chips.  Jeff and I signed up for a wine tasting at 3 p.m. today.  We tasted six wines accompanied by small canapés.  The head waiter at the restaurant where the tasting took place, and who also was a certified sommelier, was very good at explaining the wines and the pairing of wine and food.  Of course, we could buy these wines at the end, which we didn’t.  The wines we tasted - in very small pourings – were: Nicolais Feuillate Brut champagne;  Pinot Grigio Danzante;  Chardonnay Simi, Sonoma California;  Pine Ridge Cabernet Sauvignon;  Zeni Amarone Classico; and Don Maximiano, a rich Cabernet from Chile.  They were all very good.  They are all on the wine lists at the restaurants.  The Pine Ridge is listed for $79 a bottle.  The Don Maximiano is $99 a bottle.  There will be another tasting on Friday, our last day at sea.  Maybe we’ll join in or not.  There were at least 150 who participated in this tasting.
Dinner tonight was at one of the specialty restaurants – the Crown Grill – where seafood and high end beef and other meat (prime rib, etc.) is the specialty.  There is a surcharge of $25 per person (1/2 that for the kids) for all the food you want to sample. Jeff and I had wonderful Chilean Sea Bass but the table also shared a plate of lobster tails and king crab legs. We had appetizers consisting of scallops, onion soup and various other dishes.  Again, the kids out-ate us by far.  Jordan seems to have a hollow leg and a real love of food.  Sebastian is adventurous and will try lots of different dishes, including Carpaccio, most of which he really likes.  Then there are the desserts.  Decadent.
As we were eating dinner, one of the wait staff ran in and announced that the whales were jumping, threw open the curtains to the windows on the port side of the ship and invited us all to look for the whales in the distance.  Some saw spray others saw faint signs, and I, unfortunately, couldn’t see anything, but the whales jump again tomorrow and hopefully we’ll see them then. 
Tomorrow we get to Ketchikan and go on our first excursion.  Exciting to think about that.
