Phnom Penh

The capital of Cambodia and a very large city compared to Siem Reap.  It is the largest City in Cambodia with a population of about 1 million.  Motorcycle is the popular mode of transportation.  People are poor here.

Today we toured Wat Phnom, basically a waste of time but a long climb in the 102 degree heat of the morning and the Royal Palace and Silver Pagoda which were  both well worth the trip.  We then went to the national museum which, though small, has four excellent rooms displaying Cambodian artifacts from all periods, especially pieces from Angkor Wat and Angkor Thom which were recovered from invading Thais.  Our last stop was a trip to the Russian Market (called this because a Cambodian overheard a merchant speaking Russian) where all sorts of treasures can be found from silver (Cambodia is famous for its amazing silver work) to silk to wood and anything else you want.  Yes, we helped the Cambodian economy, but not substantially.

