Angkor Wat

Angkor Wat is the main temple in the area surrounding Siem Reap, but there are many more that were built by kings dating back more than a thousand years.  The temples are mostly Hindu but there are also a couple of Buddhist temples as well.  The temples also range in size – from small to enormous (Angkor Wat) – and either on a hill or flat surface. 

The one distinguishing feature of Angkor Wat is the bas relief that surrounds the temple (Wat is temple in Cambodian) illustrating all kinds of ​Hindu mythology stories.  The relief is the longest continuous relief anywhere in the world and Angkor Wat surely deserves to be on the list of the world’s wonders along with the Egyptian pyramids, the great wall of China, Petra, Machu Pichu, and other places that we’ve actually visited or are on our list for a future visit.  

Today, in 102 degree heat where only mad dogs, Englishmen, and Fern and Jeff dare to go, we toured several of the temple sites.  Each was magnificent in its own way with elaborate carvings of gods and mythological characters from Hindu and Buddhist tradition.  Temples were, starting in the morning Banteay Srai (built in 967 – 1000 A.D,); Ta Prohm ( built in 1186 A.D. and dedicated to the mother of the king – Buddhist with faces on the gates - in the jungle; and Ta Keo (built in between 968 and 1000 A.D. that was abandon when lightening struck.  Walked around the temple to take pictures.  In the afternoon – at the height of the heat – we toured Angkor Wat (built in 1100 – 1175 A.D.) and last, but not least Phnom Bakheng (Phnom means hill in Cambodian). Jeff and our guide scaled this one, while Fern sat down below looking at the elephants as a possible means of getting up the hill.  Alas, Jeff returned before I could “book” an elephant.

Would definitely recommend visiting these sites but in November or December when the temperature is around 70 degrees or a little warmer rather than the 98 – 102 we are encountering.  The good news is that I’ll be ready for summer!

Today is our last day in Siem Reap.  We tour Angkor Thom, a large area with a temple and then fly to Phnom Penh, Cambodia’s capital.  We expect that Phnom Penh, far larger and more cosmopolitan, will be a tremendous contrast to tiny Siem Reap.

