Angkor Thom

Angkor Thom was built as a city – surrounded  by a wall – and unites both the Hindu and Buddhist religions.  There are temples at Angkor Thom that carry both symbols.  The giant heads are Buddhist and some of the Apsara (pictures of beautiful women) are Hindu.  The city unified a country divided by religious conflict.  Built between 1181 and 1219, the city has many temples or wat within.  The rows of the Buddas (smiling) and the demons (looking mean) line the entrance to Angkor Thom.

We visited several temples within Angkor Thom including, The Bayon with huge towers and smiling heads, the Terrace of the Elephants, a tribute to the three-headed elephant, Primeanakas, Preah Palilay, and the Terrace of the Leper King, called that because those that first saw the statues mistook the lichen on them for leprosy. We also visited Preah Khan, the temple built to the emperor’s father in the Hindu style, because while Jayavarman VII was Buddhist, his father, Jayavarman VI was a Hindu.  That was quite enough for the day and this time we stopped before the hottest part of the day.

In all, we’ve seen a great many temples at Angkor, wonderfully preserved carvings which depict both mythology (Angkor Wat) and everyday events in the lives of average citizens of the towns (the Bayon).  There is no doubt that this is indeed an amazing place to come.  Our guide tells us that there are over 200 temples around the city of Angkor, many which haven’t been restored or studied yet.  I think they would be wonderful to see – in the winter!
Tonight, we fly to Phnom Penh, Cambodia’s capital city.
