Day 6  - We were part of a larger sight-seeing tour today – about a dozen of us in all.  It was another gorgeous day with lots of blue sky and pleasantly warm temperatures. The tour was conducted in both English and Spanish and a good portion of it had to do with the Jews in Poland, before and after the Nazis.  We visited a number of sites, starting with the former Ghetto and stopped to take pictures of the memorial to the Jews that lost their lives.  The ghetto population, at the beginning of WWII was over 400,000.  More than 100,000 died of disease and starvation.  Today in Poland there are only 600 who claim to be Jewish and many are the descendants of those who perished at the hands of the Nazis.  Polish history, as summed up by our guide is one succession of ruthless conquerors after another.  At one point the country was divided among three of its neighbors and didn’t exist at all. But, that’s not an uncommon tale for small countries neighboring Russia or Germany, nor for that matter for countries like Turkey – in the path of every conqueror who dreamed of conquering the world and marched right through Turkey forcing its inhabitants underground, into slavery or to be scattered about. 

The memorial to those who perished in the Ghetto has two sides.  One to the heroes of the resistance and the other side shows families going to what they believed was a better way of life, but in actuality, led into the concentration camps. A park across the street from the memorial is going to be turned into a Jewish museum.  It is being built with donations from many different countries. 

Other sites on this morning’s route included,: the Presidential Palace; the University of Warsaw; a high school – the oldest and largest in Warsaw - named after the greatest king of Poland, who was a Hungarian; the Church of the Holy Cross where Chopin’s heart is buried (yes, his heart – his body is in France where he died, but his sister brought his heart back to his native Poland to be buried); the Tomb of the Unknown soldier; and several squares (all with statues but none particularly memorable).  Most memorable was a walk through Lazienki Royal Park with a statue of Chopin.  The park is huge and incredibly beautiful. Scenes of palaces, gondola-like boats, the beautiful flowers, and the pseudo Roman theater were all taken there. Every Sunday at noon and 4 p.m. there is a free Chopin concert. 
Warsaw has lots of statues.  There’s one of Copernicus, several Polish heroes and generals.  We saw several on our tour. 

The tour ended in Warsaw’s Old Town where there’s a reconstruction of the Royal Castle.  Almost everything in Warsaw is reconstructed – most of it faithfully – because very little was left standing after WWII.  But, old brick was used to reconstruct historical sites like the gate (which can be seen in a picture with scaffolding next to it) and the old City wall.  We passed by these two on our way to see the house where Madame Curie (who was the only woman to ever win two Nobel prizes) was born.  Warsaw’s old town has one building, that our guide says is original and still standing after WWII.  You can see the building in a photo because it has a yellow top and is only one of two taller structures.

As the tour ended, we found a nice spot for a late lunch in Old Town and then decided to tour the reconstructed Royal Palace.  Turns out entry is free on Sunday and the Palace is magnificent.  There are several photos of the Palace interior among today’s photos.  Old Town is a 10 minute walk from our hotel so we walked back.
