Day 4 – We packed our suitcases this morning in anticipation of catching a 2:45 flight to Warsaw this afternoon, and headed for the Raclawice Panorama and National Museum.  The Panorama, depicts the battle of Raclawice in 1794 between Polish peasants and Russian troops. The Polish peasants were fighting for independence (some things never change) and although they ultimately lost the war, the spirit of this battle became legendary and inspired Polish people to finally gain their independence.  The Panorama is in a cylindrical building with paintings on the walls and a realistic setting up front,  In 360 degrees you can view different aspects of the battle and listen to the description of what you’re seeing in Polish, German or English.  It was really very well done.  Admittance to the Panorama includes a visit to the National Museum about ½ block away. Both of these sites were about a block from our hotel, so we easily walked.  

The National Museum was very interesting, containing ancient and modern art – paintings, sculpture, carved figures of wood, one Egyptian mask, and a wonderful ceramic exhibit.  The ceramics were both clay and glass and other media.  The art ranges from very old to very modern and is mostly Polish artists that you wouldn’t see anywhere else in the world.  Both sites were definitely worth the visit.

Nothing here is air conditioned, although it has basically been hot and humid throughout our visit.  I’m not an art expert, but I suspect that valuable paintings need both temperature and humidity controls to keep from deteriorating.  I know I wilt!

It was raining and we had a devil of a time getting out of the “city” to head towards the airport.  It was just like Washington DC on a Friday (which, of course it is) at rush hour!  Plus there is serious construction on the roads along the lines of the “big dig” in Boston.  The cab driver was frustrated by his inability to go anywhere, and we, naturally, were watching our watches.  We arrived at the Leonardo Copernicus airport in Wroclaw with plenty of time to spare.  That was partially because our flight was a ½ hour late.  Between leaving late and waiting for our luggage at the other end, we ended up in – you guessed it – Friday rush hour in Warsaw.  Finally arrive at our hotel.  

We stayed at the Radisson in Wroclaw and we’ll be at another Radisson in Krakow.  But here, we were able to get a very favorable rate through our travel agent and we’re staying at the Bristol – an amazing 5 star hotel.  We’re on the Executive floor – which for a very reasonable extra per day fee includes free internet access in the business center and breakfast daily.  Our room, the desk clerk told us, is her favorite.  It’s actually a mini-suite.  There’s two bathrooms, lots of closet space, two TV’s and plenty of additional space in a room we’re not going to spend much time in.   But this is a beautiful hotel and a real treat for under $150 per night.

We walked around the area where the Bristol is and found an outdoor café for dinner.  Portions here are so large that we find having soup and splitting a main course is more than enough.  The soups here are both tasty and very filling.

We booked a ½ day city tour of Warsaw for Sunday which includes a visit to the Jewish quarter.  Tomorrow we’re going to the Russian market – where, we are warned to be wary of pickpockets – and then the museum or other places.

We’ll take more pictures to post along with the narrative.  So far, Warsaw is a lot bigger than Wroclaw.  It’s like comparing Gary, Indiana to New York City.

Stay tuned for more.
