Day 3 – Hong Kong – Trip to Macau

Today, we took the 9:30 a.m. ferry to Macau. It’s a hour trip on a Catamaran with two classes of seats – first class and economy.  We traveled first class in a cabin where very few seats were filled.  Choppy waters made me seasick and I didn’t put on my wrist bands soon enough to counter the queasiness.  But, I arrived in one piece ready to explore Macau.  Trying to take pictures out a large – and sometimes dirty window – of a moving boat is no small feat.  But, Jeff managed to get a few good ones of passing boats and other interesting things along the way to and from Macau.

The currency in Macau is the pataca – the Portuguese word for peso.  Patacas are accepted in Macau, but no where else, so we had to spend all the patacas we accumulated before we returned to Hong Kong.  Merchants in Macau will also accept Hong Kong and U.S. dollars.

In spite of everything that we read about all the good shopping in Macau, we didn’t find any.  Maybe the shop keepers were observing another tradition – like the afternoon siesta.  We did, however, see some of the more interesting sights.  We saw the remains of St. Paul’s, an old church which is nothing but a façade today.  It reminded us of the library at Ephesus in Turkey which is also a façade.  You can see photos of St. Paul’s among the pictures we took of Macau.  Macau is a bustling city where lots of people come to find bargains.  We saw many carrying loads of packages, so somebody must be finding great things to buy.
We also visited the old fortress, which is now a museum portraying life in Macau through the ages.  There are several photos of the exhibits in the museum as well as the cannons around the top of the fortress and a view of the city from the museum.
Ate lunch at a restaurant where the waiter brings you a small bowl of peanuts and charges you for them.  Also included in the tab is a charge for a small box of “napkins” similar in size to a pocket-sized package of Kleenex. When we were brought toothpicks at the end of the meal we quickly looked at the bill to see if we had been charged for them as well!  We hadn’t.  Neat trick if you can get away with it.  Food was good.

We’re especially enjoying the vegetables here.  They’re sautéed in a very light liquid and beautifully flavored.  Unlike most Chinese food in the US, these vegetables aren’t swimming in gloppy corn-starch laden sauce.  Baby bok choy and black mushrooms is a favorite,

Tonight we visited a sushi bar.  The food revolves around the bar and you pick the plates you want.  You stack the plates and depending upon the color of the plate, are charged accordingly.  For under $20, we had all the sushi we wanted to eat.  I’m partial to salmon and it was outstanding.

We still have a small list of things we want to do.  Too bad it’s so hazy here.  We still want to take the tram up to the top of Victoria Peak.  But, we’re waiting for clearer weather.  Maybe tomorrow or Saturday.
