Berlin – Day 3/Thursday
Today we ventured to Dahlem Dorf (sort of sounds like something out of Dr. Who) to see the Ethnographic museum.  But first, there’s the train station.  A station with a thatched roof is unusual under any circumstances, but the seats where you can wait for your train would never be allowed in the U.S.A.  If you look closely, they are definitely male and female chairs. What would Rush Limbaugh say! (
The museum in Dahlem Dorf has one of the most spectacular collections of African Art I’ve ever seen anywhere.  In Washington we are lucky to have wonderful, even if small, collections of various kinds of arts and artifacts, but this African collection is like no other.  The museum is also unique in that it focuses on cultures from South America, Mexico, Central America, Africa and the American Indian and Eskimos.  It also has displays of Japanese, Chinese, Korean and Indian art along with a huge room of contemporary art.  Some of the signs explaining the exhibits are in English and German and some are only in German.  It’s quite an eclectic mixture in a museum with no escalators, lots of flights of stairs and one little lift or elevator that doesn’t get you everywhere in the museum.  So you not only get to see great art and artifacts, but you get your exercise as well!

For all the museums we visited, headphones come in the price of admission.  These headphones explain the numbered objects throughout each museum often giving far more information than you could ever want, but putting the most important information up front so you can turn off the explanation whenever you want.  That and free luggage carts in all the European airports (not just when you get your luggage in customs) are two practices we would do well to emulate.  It makes visiting a much more pleasant experience.

And a word about escalators and lifts is in order. The subway system in Berlin is much better than in Paris.  Here, there are escalators - going up and down – and lifts for wheelchairs and baby strollers. In Paris the subways are inaccessible for handicapped and people with strollers.
Some museums are better than others.  For instance, yesterday’s museums also had automated ways to get from floor to floor.  In that respect, our museums in Washington and others we’ve visited in the U.S. are definitely way ahead of museums in Europe.

Museums here in general are not air conditioned.  Guess it doesn’t matter when you’re dealing with sculptures that have weathered centuries already, but it’s definitely harder on the people who are viewing the sculptures.  In some cases, where there are objects which will perish in the heat, individual rooms are air conditioned.  And, for objects of art, like carpets, fabrics and some other materials, there are devices to reduce the humidity, but not cool the room itself.  Old buildings – some centuries old - are naturally very costly to re-condition and bring into the 21st century.

In the afternoon Jeff went to the Gemaldegalerie, the art gallery at Potsdamerplatz (Potsdam Plaza).  You can see pictures of the symphony hall, the art museum and some of the photos of the pictures hanging in the museum.  It begins to look like we’re on a textile trip with all the various textiles that we’ve photographed in Berlin from those in the Islamic collection at the Altes Museum to the textiles from all different countries in Dahlem to those painted by Vermeer, Holbein and other artists in their works at the Gemaldegalerie. We’ve not seen so many textiles in one country since a visit to New York which was for the purpose of viewing seldom seen textiles in various museums including the Metropolitan Museum of Art.
We’ve also experienced several kinds of German cuisine from the typical heavier cuisine to the newer, lighter style with portions that are more reasonably sized.

In all, Berlin is an exciting city, easy to navigate and one where almost everyone speaks some to a great deal of English.  We haven’t had any problems getting answers to questions.
Now, we want to return after 2012, when all four museums on Museum Island are renovated and open.  That will be an incredible museum experience.
