Day 1/2 – Tuesday/Wednesday Sept. 12/13 

We arrived in Frankfurt at 7 a.m. after an uneventful, but totally full flight aboard a 747 from Dulles.  An hour or so later, we boarded a flight to Berlin (one hour) and prayed our luggage would arrive with us.  It did, and we were off to our hotel, the Concorde, a relatively new hotel.  We were upgraded to a junior suite – at the request of our travel agent. Room is spacious and very comfortable. 

We decided to visit Berlin – on our way to a week of meetings for Jeff in Stockholm – because on our visit here about seven years ago we were unable to see some of the museums.  Berlin has some of the finest museums in the world – and we’ve seen many museums around the world – with collections that “wow” you.  Outside of Egypt, whose museum we have not seen, Berlin’s collection of Egyptian artifacts is outstanding, with pieces, like Nefertiti’s bust,  that are famous the world over.  Among the German, French and British tomb robbers, I mean, archeologists and explorers, many of the world’s greatest treasures have been preserved and put on display for all to see.  The British Museum, the Louvre and the Altes Museum in Berlin have amazing collections.  So does the Metropolitan Museum in New York.

So, we came to Berlin to see the museums and we weren’t disappointed.  There are four major museums – two of them closed for renovation.  But, we got to see the Altes Museum, which now houses the Egyptian collection, which used to be crammed into a tiny museum, and the Pergamon Museum which has fabulous collections from Babylonia, Assyria, Greece, Rome, and a wonderful collection of Islamic art and artifacts. The Miletus market gate, an enormous structure that takes up an entire wall and is 80-90 feet high, is being renovated, so we could see it underneath its covering only. We toured both of these museums Thursday.  With the unification of East and West, Berlin is rapidly renovating its museums and putting its wonderful collections together in one place called “Museum Island.”
Our photographs aren’t so much of Berlin as they are of the wonderful artifacts in the museums we visited or in the case of the Altes Museum, the bowl in front of it which is carved from a single piece and is huge. Our three-day museum pass will get us into several more museums tomorrow and Saturday before we leave for Stockholm. 

Berlin is a more exciting city than when we first visited.  The cuisine has expanded beyond German food to include lots of Pizza parlors and restaurants that boast many different cuisines – French, Chinese, Italian, etc.  Not as varied as Washington, D.C., but definitely much more than we remembered from the past.  German food is still heavy - lots of fried things, like Schnitzel, doughy dumplings, and mounds of potatoes of every variety – fried, French fried, mashed and made into something that resembles “Tator Tots.”  Soups are good and creative and splitting main dishes is often just right as the portions are enormous.  
When we were in Berlin last time, it was May and white asparagus season.  Berliners are very creative with many ways of serving white asparagus – all good.

We aren’t going to visit Check Point Charlie this time – the gate that once separated the East from the West, and we aren’t going to visit what’s left of the Berlin Wall, which came down in 1989 (although you can still buy pieces of the wall), but we’re here to visit and re-visit wonderful museums.
The first day we arrived, we walked down to KaDeWe, the highest-end department store I’ve ever seen.  There are 7 floors at KaDeWe, encompassing designer clothing, linens, dishes, china, etc.  You can buy a name brand wire whisk for 35 Euros and other small kitchen gadgets for as little as 10 -15 Euros.  The 6th floor is all food – cheese, coffees and teas, chocolate and gourmet foods of every variety.  There are also counters where you can eat.  KaDeWe is a nice place to visit, but I wouldn’t want to have to depend upon it to shop!
