Day 6 & 7 – Stockholm 

Yesterday, Monday, was a full day of meetings for Jeff, so Fern wandered about the city, staying reasonably close to the hotel.  Mostly window-shopped because the prices are over the top.  Swedish cut glass – Orrefors and other brands – is absolutely beautiful and it’s fun to look at the designs etched into the glass by various artists. 

Today, Tuesday, Jeff had no meetings and so we hit three major museums – or what we thought were three major museums. We first went to the Museum of Far Eastern Antiquities, then the National Museum of Art, and finally the Mediterranean Museum. All three are within walking distance of a subway stop. 

The first is touted in Fodors as having a good collection of far eastern sculptures, etc. but is in fact a tiny museum with three floors of practically nothing, let alone anything of note, on any floor.  It’s possible that all the treasures are hidden away somewhere, but they certainly weren’t on display.  It took us all of 20 minutes to cover the entire museum.  It was free and worth every penny. 

We next walked to the National Museum of Art where paintings and sculptures are displayed according to a time line. This is again a small museum (took about an hour to go through it) but it is definitely a winner displaying paintings by world renown artists like Rembrandt, Reubens, Degas, Cezanne, El Greco, and others.  And, there was a wonderful exhibit of Swedish painters and sculptures.  Best of all there was entire floor of Swedish decorative arts.  Marvelous furniture, such as a chair designed by Eero Saarinen and other famous architects and designers, was on display.  We weren’t allowed to take any photographs here.  This museum was worth visiting.
We last walked to the Mediterranean Museum which Fodors describes as having a good selection of art from ancient Greece and Rome and Egypt.  I’d not describe it that way.  The collection looks like the dregs of what other museums may have stored in their basements and then deigned to give to this museum.  All on one floor - except for a mummy or two in the basement - this was another 20-minute wonder.  The museum shop had a greater variety of ‘stuff” to purchase than the museum had on display.  This museum was also free. 
Took few photographs yesterday or today, so more photos to come later.
Tomorrow, Jeff has another ½ day and we’ll head to the Museum of National Antiquities, more of an ethnographic museum, to view the history of Sweden and the Vikings.  Don’t know what to expect. 
There are so many little museums here in Stockholm and an area which houses outdoor museums. Living in Washington DC we are so lucky to have the Smithsonian museums which bring us an enormous variety of art, sculpture and artifacts from all around the world.  We also have many museums that aren’t associated with the Smithsonian – Corcoran, Philips, Walters, etc. – that are also outstanding.  One floor of the Freer or Sackler has more treasures than the two little museums we visited today.  And, nowhere in the world are there so many fine museums available to the public free or at such reasonable prices as in Washington.  There are cities with outstanding museums:  Paris, Amsterdam, London, Berlin to name a few – but they are also more costly than our Smithsonian. 
